Center for Speech and Language Disorders
Social Communication Program: Ages 5 - 18
The Center for Speech and Language
Disorders’ Social Communication
Program may be able to help.

Does your child…
ü Have difficulty using eye
contact?

The program is available for students ages 5
through high school (unique curriculum
tailored for each age group) who may be
having problems within the following areas:

ü Have difficulty listening to or
engaging with others?
ü Have difficulty interpreting
facial expressions, body
language or nonverbal cues?
ü Have difficulty taking turns
during conversation or play?

1. Conversational Skills – using language
to take part in reciprocal and meaningful
exchanges (e.g. engagement, topic
maintenance, topic initiation, turntaking, listening etc…)

ü Have difficulty coping with
transitions or changes in
routine?

2. Self-Regulation Skills – managing
one’s own feelings and/or sensory,
motor planning and visual-spatial issues

ü Have a diagnosis of PDDNOS, High Functioning
Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome,
ADHD, or a Nonverbal
Learning Disorder?
(Note: the above diagnoses are
not required for program
candidacy)

3. Cooperation Skills – problem solving,
compromising, and understanding
others’ perspectives to establish and
maintain relationships
4. Generalization Skills – to
communicate effectively across social
situations and to adjust social behaviors
to meet the listener’s needs and
environmental conditions

Social
ü Communication
Program
We take a unique approach that
combines both structured explicit
teaching and student-centered
activities, while incorporating gross
motor and sensory experiences.
Student-centered activities provide
natural opportunities for students to
apply taught skills in a meaningful way
with their peers. During this time,
therapists recognize “teachable
moments” and tailor teaching
methods to accommodate each
student’s unique developmental and
individual differences in line with the
DIR/Floortime Model (D.
Greenspan). Our goal is:

ü To develop and improve
successful social communication
skills.

Social Communication
Program

“The program’s curriculum is one of
the best I’ve seen…I always knew
what was covered and had detailed
suggestions as to how to reinforce the
skills at home. Simply outstanding!”
-Parent
“His confidence in his conversational
skills has grown considerably. During
a conversation, you can see the wheels
turning as he thinks of the skills he has
learned, and then applies them.”
-Parent
“I knew I had brain power, but now I
have friendship power!.”
-Student

We take pride in our program’s prewritten evidence-based curriculum,
extensive staff training, parent education
and participation via orientations, weekly
meetings and daily homework
assignments. Each class is staffed with
two licensed speech-language
pathologists and one classroom aide for
every 6-8 students. Results of posttesting from past Social Communication
Programs have shown significant
improvements on standardized tests.
More importantly, parents, teachers, and
students report functional
improvements social situations in and
outside of their home.
Please visit our website at www.csld.org
or contact 630-652-0200 for more
information.

